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Family set up home on green belt land without planning consen 

Leave us alone plead 
eviction threat couple 


A COUPLE facing 
eviction from their 
mobile home on 
green belt land have 
pleaded with the 
authorities to leave 
them alone. 

Ricki and Sandy 
West have created a 
home for their chil- 
dren and animals on 
an acre of rural land 
called Oakwood, in 
Trenders Avenue, 
Rawreth. 

Rochford Council 
wants them to move 
because they do not 
have planning permis- 
sion to live on the site. 

Mr West, 34, said: 
“We have the support 
of everyone around 
here. They are trying 
to put us into council 
housing but my wife 
was brought up with 
this type of housing 
and cannot cope with 
living in a town. 

“The land is well 
maintained and 
looked after and we 
don’t make a mess or 
cause any problems.” 

Mrs West added: “I 
tried living in a town 
once and did not like 
it. That was the reason 
we bought here.” 

Mrs West, 36, bought 
the plot five years ago 
and over that time the 
couple have become an 
integral part of a 
small but tight-knit 
community 

However soon after 
moving onto the site, 
the council told them 
they did not have per- 
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mission to live on the 
land because it was 
part of the green belt. 

A long-running and 
expensive court battle 
costing around £40,000 
ensued which ended in 
a failed appeal at the 
High Court. 

The couple are now 
left with an uncertain 
future and the almost 
certain prospect of 
having to leave the 
home they love. 

They are also upset 
over council claims 
the action taken is in 
the interests of resi- 
dents because Mr and 
Mrs West are sure they 
have the support of 
the local community 
This claim was backed 
by a petition of more 
than 100 signatures of 
support. 

The couple's land is 
home to two of four 
children and almost 30 
animals including 
goats, horses, dogsand 
rabbits. 

They take in 
unwanted and mis- 
treated animals and 
successfully rehome 
many of them at no 
profit. 

Shaun Scrutton, 
Rochford District 
Council’s head of 
planning, said: “The 
development is on 
green belt land. It’s 
unauthorised and on 
that basis the council 
has appropriate poli- 
cies for protecting the 
green belt.” 



■ Rural retreat - but Sandy and Ricki West may have to leave the home they love 
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